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debating, but of making laws.   The will of the people, as deliberately 1910
expressed by their elected representatives, must, within the limits of
the lifetime of a single Parliament, be made effective."
In another passage he claimed freedom for the Government to
proceed with Home Rule in the coming Parliament,1 and repeated
its determination to persist with the other measures which had been
blocked by the House of Lords. In a lively comment on a letter
which Mr. Joseph Chamberlain had written to a Unionist meeting
in Birmingham, he charged the Tariff Reformers with having incited
the Lords to reject the Budget in furtherance of their campaign.
" What," he asked, " was the reason which Mr. Chamberlain gave
for thus advising the Lords ? "
" The Budget," Mr. Chamberlain wrote, " is the last effort of Free
Trade finance to find a substitute for Tariff Reform." There we see the
whole motive of this manoeuvre unmasked. The Budget was to be
rejected at all hazards, at whatever violence to constitutional usage and
practice, not because it is a Budget of Socialism and spoliation, but
because it provides a substitute, an effective substitute—I will go further
and say a destructive substitute—for what is called Tariff Reform.
Finally he summed up the three capital issues which were to be
laid before the country as " the absolute control of the Commons
over finance, the maintenance of Free Trade, and the effective
limitation and curtailment of the legislative powers of the House of
Lords."
It was said after the election that nothing had been decided but
the Budget, but the mandate for which Asquith asked in this and
other speeches in the course of the campaign covered all issues and
sought authority for the curtailment of the legislative as well as the
financial powers of the House of Lords, for the passing of Home
Rule and all the thwarted Liberal projects of recent years. All
through it was in his mind to make clear that the challenge which,
the Lords had thrown to the Commons could not be disposed of by
a mere reversion to the status quo before the Budget was rejected^
but must be taken up all along the line in the measure nx which It
had been delivered in the previous years.
The Election, which began on 14th January and continued,
according to the custom of that time, for a fortnight, brought the
Government back to power by a majority, including the 82 Irish,
of 124, It was for all ordinary purposes an ample and generous
1 u For reasons which I believe to have been adequate, the present Parliament
was disabled in advance from proposing any such solution, but in the new House
of Commons the hands of a Liberal Government and a Liberal majority will in this
matter be entirely free."

